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a severe illness, was still shaky and had not realised the un-
expected weight which Halifax's apparently frail figure threw
upon a helping arm. He stumbled; so did Halifax; and the next
moment primate and peer, clutching wildly at each other, to-
bogganed down the steps in company. They arrived at the bot-
tom a little shaken, but otherwise unhurt, and helpless with
laughter.

In 1928 Halifax had one more brush with The Tablet. An
Introduction which he wrote to a collection of sermons on Re-
union by the Abbe Calvet provoked the editor into a personal
attack. This did not disturb Halifax, but disgusted some of the
leading Roman Catholics in the country so much that they
protested to Cardinal Bourne himself against the tone of the
semi-official Catholic newspaper.

In 1930 Halifax published his last book, The Good Estate of
the Catholic Church. There were, he explained, certain subjects
on which he had something to say before he died.

I camiot, at my age, afford to delay the matter, and I think that,
after something like seventy years during which ecclesiastical
matters have been my greatest interest, I may have acquired an
experience which would be useful at the present time.16

The little book was an apology for the work of his life. After
giving the historical justification of the Catholic Movement, he
dealt with the doctrine of the Blessed Sacrament, the Prayer
Book of 1549, and the need for Reunion. His concluding mes-
sage was:

On looking back over the last seventy-five years I see that the
best of all the good gifts of every sort, and they are innumerable,
which God has given me, the gift bestowed upon us of the Holy
Sacrament infinitely surpasses them all. Our Lord's presence, as it
is vouchsafed to us in that most Holy Sacrament, has been the
support, the strength and joy of my life. Without it ray life would
have been such as I tremble to think of, and it is because of all the